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Welcome, we are so happy you are here!

ACP is a Christian community of all socio-economic backgrounds, ethnicities, races,

nationalities, gender identities, and sexual orientations.

Creation Care is important to us, so please recycle your bulletin after the service.

Corporate words are in bold. You are invited to rise when you see this symbol:

We Gather

Prelude Two Preludes “Our Father in Heaven” Georg Boehm

Fred Gramann, organ

Welcome, Greeting Elizabeth Murray

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

And also with you.

Solo Introit Simple Song Leonard Bernstein

Caroline Drury, soloist Fred Gramann, piano

Call to Worship Chinwe Akujuobi

Blessed are we when we strip away all the extra. When we see

the world as it really is — broken, tender, fragile, beautiful.

These are the same eyes that see God in everything, too.

Blessed are we who walk the hard road. The winding one that

doesn’t opt for the shortcut of rage or resentment or unkind

words, that doesn’t pave over witho trite niceties, but walks

toward peacemaking. Blessed are we when facing hardships

of all sorts. Blessed are we, working to usher in God’s

kingdom of love, even when it’s hard. Blessed are we the

imperfect and don’t-have-it-all-together. God’s beloved.

Excerpt from Good Enough By Kate Bowler

Hymn  No. 341 Blessed Assurance tune: ASSURANCE



Affirmation of Faith (Apostle’s Creed) Dan Michalek

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was

buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into

heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic*

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*universal

Gloria Patri, No. 579

Children’s Moment Kate Lee, Mala Moktar

Children who attended VBS have prepared a special song and scripture to share with

us.

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God

prepared ahead of time for us to do. - Ephesians 2:10 (CSB)

Passing of the Peace

Following the children’s moment, all children are invited to go to the gymnasium for

Children’s Worship.

Music Litany John Musto

poem by Langston Hughes

Gather up in the arms of your pity the sick, the depraved, the desperate,

the tired, all the scum of our weary city. Gather up in the arms of your pity.

Gather up in the arms of your love – those who expect no love from above.

Caroline Drury, soloist Fred Gramann, piano

Sermon Series: Wrestling with Questions of Life and Faith

Scripture Reading Romans 8:18-30 Chinwe Akujuobi

(page 919 in the pew Bibles)

Sermon Everything Happens for a Reason Elizabeth Murray

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A18-30&version=NRSVUE


We Respond and Are Sent into the World

Prayers of the People Dan Michalek

We bring our struggles, celebrations, and selves to God.

The Lord’s Prayer (in your mother tongue)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom

come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the

glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Call for Offering Dan Michalek

Offertory Solo Domine Deus Antonio Vivaldi

Lord God, heavenly King. God, the almighty Father.

Jennifer Young, soloist Fred Gramann, organ

Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow

In heav’n above and earth below!

One God, three persons, we adore;

To God be praise forevermore!

Prayer of Dedication Dan Michalek

Hymn No. 387 Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us tune: BRADBURY

Benediction Elizabeth Murray

Congregational Amen, No. 586

The flowers today are given to the glory of God, and in memory of Ambassador

Frederick Mwanzia Makindi (1953 - 2022), by Loveline and Solomon Sholesi of the ACP

African Fellowship.

Upcoming at ACP

The rentrée is almost here and ACP is getting ready! Check out acparis.org and the QR
code below for all the information on ACP happenings, such as the docent tour of the
Sanctuary after this service, prayers with our lay care team after the services in the
chapel each Sunday, Children’s Worship that begins today, Youth Group meetings
that begin on 4 September (12h30), Young Adult meetings that begin on 6 September
(19h30), a special concert for Music Director Fred Gramann on 10 September, a
Women’s Fellowship gathering on 11 September, and so much more.

http://acparis.org


For a list of all announcements and upcoming events, please view
at acparis.org/announcements (scan the QR code here) or on
ACP’s mobile app, available at acparis.org/get-the-app.

For more information on all the offerings for children, youth,
adults, and mission and service opportunities, see acparis.org.

Contact us:

Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Paul Rock paulrock@acparis.org
Associate Pastor for Youth The Rev. Elizabeth Murray youthpastor@acparis.org
and Young Adults
Children’s Ministry Director The Rev. Allison Wheeler childrensworship@acparis.org
Interim Children’s Min. Dir. Mala Moktar childrensworship@acparis.org
Visiting Pastor The Rev. Dan Michalek visitingpastor@acparis.org
Director of Music Fred Gramann music@acparis.org
Contemporary Music Dir. Natalie McConnell cmusic@acparis.org
Youth/Children Music Dir. Sara Barton ymusic@acparis.org
Executive Secretary Heather Walter secretary@acparis.org
Director of Operations Jörg Kaldewey admin@acparis.org
Communications Coordinator John Newman connections@acparis.org

www.acparis.org Facebook.com/AmericanChurchParis

The Ministry of the American Church depends on you.

The American Church in Paris depends on the generosity of members and alumni
in Paris and worldwide who continue to be touched by its ministries. Please give at
acparis.org/donate (QR code below), email acctg@acparis.org, or visit
acparis.org/support-us for more information on being a part of ACP’s ministry
through regular stewardship or planned giving. You can also speak with a pastor
after today’s service. Gifts by those subject to French income tax receive a 66%
reduction in their tax due (up to 20% of taxable income). The after-tax cost of your
support is therefore only €34 for a €100 gift. This applies to gifts
made online, by check or by bank transfer in EUR to The American
Church in Paris. For those who may prefer the charitable deduction
from taxable income in the US, checks in US dollars should be
made out to The American and Foreign Christian Union (AFCU) and
marked “ACP Stewardship”.

American Church in Paris www.acparis.org tel: 01 40 62 05 00
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